
Department Chair Meeting Minutes 
College of Arts and Sciences 

January 28, 2014 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 a.m. on Tuesday, January 28, 2014. Dr. Vagn K. 
Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided. Department Chairs present:  Ms. 
Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, LTC (retired) Wayne Bergeron for Dr. 
Yaschica Williams, Dr. Larry Adams, Dr. Claudia Vance, Dr. Francis Koti, Dr. Christopher 
Maynard, Dr. Cindy Stenger, LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Richard 
Hudiburg, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Jerri Bullard.  Debbie Tubbs took the 
minutes.  
 
1. Approval of Minutes from January 14, 2014. The minutes were approved by consensus. 
 
2. Curriculum Change Proposal from the Department of Mathematics.  Dr. Stenger made 

a motion to create a new course, MA 100E (4) Intermediate Algebra and inactivate MA 099 
(0) Beginning Algebra.  The motion was seconded, discussed, and adopted. 

 
3. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of English.  Dr. Adams made a 

motion to create a new certificate in Professional Writing.  The motion was seconded, 
opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
 Dr. Adams made a motion to create a new minor in HCI/UX in Professional Writing.  The 

motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 
 
 Dr. Adams made a motion for revision in the current minor in English/Professional Writing 

by adding EN 310W and EN 355W; deleting from the required component EN 439W; 
changing the number of hours in elective component writing courses to six; adding to the 
elective component writing courses EN 334W, EN 396W, EN 435W, EN 439W, EN 440W, 
and EN 490; and deleting from the elective component EN 393W, COM 220, COM 215, 
COM 370, COM 410, and MG 382W.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, 
and adopted. 

 
 Dr. Adams made a motion for revision in Option II: Professional Writing by changing the 

professional writing required component, changing the writing intensive course 
requirements, including hours required, deletion of courses, and addition of already existing 
courses; and the deletion of one of the optional courses from the language/history or 
language/rhetoric three hour requirement.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, 
and adopted. 

 
4. Cindy Stenger – 3MT.  Dr. Stenger explained that 3MT is Three Minute Thesis (3MT™) is 

a research communication competition developed by The University of Queensland which 
challenges research higher degree students to present a compelling oration on their thesis 
and its significance in just three minutes in language appropriate to a non-specialist 
audience.  With University of Queensland’s permission, UNA is going to offer an 
undergraduate version of 3MT in association with our Research Week.  A representative 
from Arts & Sciences will be contacting your department with information regarding 3MT.  
A short overview includes each department that chooses to participate should have 
competition and announce a winner by February 28.  Each college should have competition 



and announce a winner by March 21.  UNA’s research competition will be held on April 9.  
Training sessions regarding these competitions will be held next week.  If all departments 
cannot participate this year, then they can plan on participating next year.  Dr. Bullard 
mentioned that APD is participating in a round-table research-based discussion on April 23 
and hope to be able to plan to join in 3MT next year based on these discussions. 

 
5. Grade Changes.  Dr. Hansen shared that our office is now notified whenever grades are 

changed and he has observed a large number of these changes and wondered if department 
chairs are aware of these grade changes.  A number of department chairs shared that they 
have noticed or are aware of more pressure from students on faculty to change grades.  Dr. 
Hansen stated he would like this topic to be addressed when copies of current policies from 
the Faculty Handbook and Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs are researched.  It was 
suggested that there be a Workflow process for a change in transcript such as change of 
grades so that the instructor, department chair, dean, etc. are aware of these changes. 

 
6. Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported that the following topics were discussed: 
 
 -Commencement regrouping is being discussed with a suggested pairing of A&S and 

Nursing for the morning Commencement ceremony and Education and Business for the 
afternoon Commencement ceremony in order to even out attendance.  [During this 
discussion department chairs brought up the fact that some students will have to choose 
which ceremony they wish to attend by listing either B.S./B.A. or B.S.Ed. first on their 
graduation application.  This led to further discussion of double-majors versus the new 
catalog (2013-2014) designation of B.S.Ed. and CIP codes as it relates to advising and 
graduation.] 

 
 -Dr. Hansen stated that on Saturday, February 15 the Office of Advancement will hold a 

meeting with UNA supporters and potential supporters.  The deans have been asked to hold 
break-out sessions with these supporters and Dr. Hansen would like to ask department chairs 
to work with him in these break-out sessions for two reasons.  The first reason is for 
continuity as we transition from the current dean to the new dean.  The second reason is that 
in our college the department chair is the face that a donor would respond to in many cases.  
He stated that he will send out something by email but in the meantime to please let him 
know if you are interested and available on February 15. 

 
 -Dr. Hansen shared that he has invited Craig Robertson to meet with this group in two 

weeks to discuss the Interdisciplinary and Continuing Education programming that is now 
directing.  [Discussion of this topic included observations that offering credit through CE 
could adversely affect our summer school attendance/revenue and that CE is free to offer 
courses at various price ranges for participation and various salaries for instructors’ pay 
whereas tuition costs and salaries are mandated to us.] 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
































